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duce very lively pain to the touch. These trees are very abundant
in that quarter and deponent recommended that many branches
should be cut and strewn along the beach where it was supposed
that the enemy (p. 134) would advance. Ten or twelve days later,
without saying anything to deponent, the governor and Don Pedro
Vique and Martin Gonzalez began these ditches and bulwark and
trenches, but with such lack of enthusiasm that although there was
time to make and finish them they were not made or completed
when the enemy arrived.
Similarly, because pikes were lacking in this city, deponent so
informed the governor that he might fetch wood to make them, and
he accordingly ordered as many as 200 shafts to be brought, to which
iron heads were fitted. These were distributed among the people of
the city in such manner that all of us had more than enough weapons,
for in the musters and reviews held it was seen that all had weapons
with which to fight; and in deponent's house, for he was one of the
captains, there were extra muskets and harquebuses and pikes and
halberds and partisans.
. . . of the horse, Francisco de Carvajal was captain and Francisco
de Alva ensign, and deponent believes they had about 50 mounted
men. Alonso de Mendoza was campmaster of the city, and the
infantry captains were Alonso de San Miguel, (p. 135) Martin Polo
and deponent, and Bartolome Lopez was sargento mayor. These three
infantry captains had 330 men among them. Pedro Mexia, captain
of the fort, had 50 soldiers. Captain of the men who came from
Mompox was Diego Perez, with as many as 60 soldiers; the captain
of the men from Tolu was one Venegas, householder in that place,
who had 60 soldiers. The governor gave Don Pedro Vique 40 or 50
men for his galleys, chosen from the city's troops, to be under his
command. There were two royal galleys in the haven and a frigate
called the Napolitana, and on board of these was a great lot of soldiers
and convicts, very well equipped and provided with munitions and
everything necessary to enable them to render good service...
... a despatch-boat sent by the alcalde of La Yaguana came to this
city with news that the enemy had arrived at Santo Domingo and
taken that place; and later appeared Don Francisco Maldonado,
householder of Rio de la Hacha, saying he came from the island of
Santo Domingo, and that (p. 136) he had been present there when
the city fell and had had close and very special dealings with the
English commander, who had told him that he was going to take
this city.
Seven or eight days later, on Ash Wednesday, there reached this